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Labrang Monastery, Gansu Province.

14 March-15 April

One of the largest protests took place at Labrang. On

14 March around 1000 monks and laypeople gathered
around the White Stupa of Labrang monastery for a
religious ceremony. The gathering erupted in protests after
monks draped in Tibetan flags began to call for the
Chinese to leave Tibet and for the long life of the Dalai
Lama. The crowd marched through the streets before
being dispersed by police.

For several days small protests took place in and
around Labrang, some involving clashes with police who
fired tear gas and warning shots. Dozens of Tibetans were
detained or injured. Phone lines and internet connections
were cut and regulations put in place banning people from
walking in groups of more than two people.

On 8 April a government organised media tour of
foreign journalists visited Labrang. About twenty monks
appeared in front of the cameras with Tibetan flags,
shouting that they don’t want independence, but they want
human rights and the Dalai Lama to return to Tibet.

On 15 April, during a late night raid, 160 monks from
Labrang monastery were arrested. There are reports that
three monks are in hospital after being tortured, but
nothing has been heard of the others.

Tongkor Monastery, Sichuan Province. 2-3 April
On 2 April Chinese authorities were conducting a “patriotic
education” session which required the monks of Tongkor
monastery to denounce the Dalai Lama. Chantmaster,
Lobsang Jamyang, refused, allegedly saying he would
rather die than take part in the sessions.

The next day all the remaining monks joined him,
refusing the political indoctrination campaign. Chinese
work teams arrived with armed police who searched the
monastery, confiscating photos of the Dalai Lama. Two
monks were arrested.

In response, all the monks from the monastery and
around 400 laypeople marched to the township authorities
demanding the release of the arrested monks. A clash
occurred between Tibetans and the police. Machine guns
were fired into the crowd killing at least eight people.

Kirti Monastery, Sichuan Province. 16 March

On 16 March a dispute occurred between police and monks
at Gomang monastery after armed police removed a
Buddhist flag replacing it with a Chinese one. Two monks
were arrested.

Following the clashes, thousands of monks from Kirti
monastery joined with laypeople and students from Ngaba
County Middle School to demand the release of the two
monks. The protesters burned police cars and threw stones
then marched towards the police station and entered the
compound where the police opened fire on them.

Between 15 and 30 people including women and a
16-year-old schoolgirl died in the shooting. Two days
later graphic photos of the dead bodies emerged.

(See www.freetibet.org/newsmedia/photos-kirti-monastery-
discretion-advised)

One Kirti monastery monk - Lobsang Jinpa committed
suicide on 27 March. In his note he said: “I do not want to
live under the Chinese oppression even for a minute, leave
aside living for a day”.

Between 28 and 30 March, around 572 monks including
10-year-olds, were arbitrarily arrested. The whereabouts of
the majority of monks is still unknown although it is hoped
that many have since escaped into hiding, afraid to return.

Lhasa City, Tibetan Autonomous Region.

10 March-28 March

Protests began on 10 March with spontaneous
demonstrations by monks from Sera and Drepung
monasteries at the Jokhang Temple. Around 15 monks
were apparently arrested at this time.

In the days that followed hundreds of monks from
Drepung, Sera and Ganden monasteries and nuns from
Chutsang marched towards the Jokhang to demand release
of the arrested monks, but were stopped by police.

Thousands of Public Security Bureau (PSB) personnel
with firearms and electric batons dispersed the crowd and
arrested dozens more monks. Although police seemed
restrained, a massive military buildup started to take place.

By 14 March peaceful protests had escalated to include
hundreds of students and laypeople. The protests turned
violent and led to the burning of Chinese shops and
businesses. According to official figures, 19 Chinese
people died during the protests.

There are several reports of armed police firing on
protestors. The full Tibetan death toll is unknown. Free
Tibet Campaign has received eye-witness reports of police
collecting corpses and throwing them into police vans.

A heavy security crackdown followed from 15 March as
house-to-house searches took place and former political
prisoners were rounded up. The Times reported that
dozens of handcuffed Tibetan protesters were paraded on
tanks on the streets of Lhasa.

On 28 March about 30 monks from Jokhang Temple
spoke out passionately to foreign journalists on a state-
organised media tour. The monks were reported as saying:

“... the army killed more than 100 Tibetans ... We want
freedom and we want peace ... But after you leave, we are
probably going to be arrested."

As we go to press their whereabouts following this
incident remain unknown.

www.freetibet.org



Dangerous
dialogues

Dialogue between the
Tibetan government in
exile and Chinese
authorities must now
be treated with as
much trepidation as
relief according to one
Tibetan expert. Here
he analyses how the
recent protests in
Lhasa turned violent
and what this means
for the future.

By Losel Tashi
Topgyal

1950s, Tibetans are rising up all

over Tibet. It began on 10 March
2008. The international media is fixated
on the 14 March violence, but these
100-plus protests were overwhelmingly
peaceful. While the media has moved on
to China-friendly stories, Tibetans are
still protesting and refusing to co-operate
with “patriotic education” teams.

What explains this sudden upheaval?
In these protests, one sees an
unprecedented expression of pan-Tibetan
nationalism: today’s protests are neither
localised, as in the 1950s, nor are they
confined to Lhasa, as in 1987-1992.
All Tibetans are protesting in the name
of the Tibetan nation and its identity
and rights.

It is not a sudden eruption either.
In the heavily censored blogs and popular
media from Tibet, one got the sense that
something angry was brewing. The Dalai
Lama’s exile and the futures of the
Tibetan nation and identity in the face of
perceived Chinese political and cultural
imperialism are lamented at great risk.
Tibetans have dealt with political
hopelessness and cultural depression by
escaping into exile, alcoholism, protests
and even suicide. In Lithang and Lhasa,
high profile protests happened in 2007.
As such, these protests can be seen in
the light of a quiet and apparently weak
child, who has endured incessant
beatings and humiliation and faces an
uncertain future finally fighting back
against the playground bully.

Since 1989, China has implemented
a hard-line set of policies in Tibet and
towards the Dalai Lama. The hard-line

In the biggest protests since the

faction within Chinese officialdom,
who pressed for ruthless suppression
of dissent and unbridled economic
development, ostensibly to buy Tibetan
loyalty, and waiting for the Tibetan
issue to die with the septuagenarian
Dalai Lama, has side-lined the moderates
who argued for engagement with the
Dalai Lama. It is clear that the hard-line
policy has managed neither to intimidate
Tibetans nor to win their loyalty.
Chinese immigration and the Dalai
Lama’s continued exile worsened
the anomie that had gripped the
Tibetan psyche.

Thus, Beijing’s strategy of trying
to render the Dalai Lama irrelevant has
back-fired. Beijing has weakened the
one authority that can rein in the more
radical elements among the Tibetan
nationalists. The Dalai Lama and the
Tibetan government-in-exile have been
following the Middle Way policy that
advocates Tibetan autonomy through
uncompromised non-violence and
dialogue. Since dialogue resumed
in September 2002, the government-in-
exile asked Tibetan exiles not to protest
against visiting Chinese leaders. These
unpopular appeals were also made prior
to the 10 March anniversaries. During
the Congressional Gold Medal ceremony,
the Dalai Lama assured China that he
would use his “authority and influence”
to induce Tibetans to live as Chinese
citizens. The Chinese led by Tibet’s
hard-line Party Secretary Zhang Qingli
stepped up the campaign of vilification
against the Dalai Lama, describing him as
a “false religious leader”. After raising
expectation among Tibetans, Beijing

Free Tibet 50 Summer 2008



started to indicate in 2005 that it was not
interested in meaningful negotiations.
The Dalai Lama was vilified, his
representatives not even formally
recognised and his Middle Way policy,
which has scaled down Tibetan demands
even further from the unpopular
concessions in the 1980s, was dismissed.

After six rounds of dialogue, which
the Tibetan officials handled with great
delicacy, nothing was achieved. The Dalai
Lama conceded on 10 March 2008, “On
the fundamental issue, there has been
no concrete result.”

This was fodder for those Tibetans
who consider the Dalai Lama as their
beloved leader but argue that complete
independence is the only guarantee for
the survival of Tibetan identity and
action-oriented strategies should be
used. It is not in the nature of the
Chinese regime to negotiate sincerely
with a leader that advocates peace
and a people that do not harm China’s
national interests. Because China
does not tolerate even peaceful Tibetan
dissent and Tibetans see the government
as the facilitator of Chinese colonialism,
some protests turned violent against
the Chinese migrants.

Talks always raise Tibetan hopes
and expectations. Tibetans think that
deliverance from political powerlessness,
cultural depression and economic
marginalisation is close. The possibility
of being united with the Dalai Lama
lifts their sunken spirits. When raised
expectations are dashed, dialogue
becomes dangerous.

The same thing happened when
the dialogue that started in 1978
faltered in the mid-1980s. From
1987-1992, over 140 protests and
riots rocked Lhasa and martial law
had to be imposed in 1989. This
means that dialogue must now be
treated with as much trepidation
as relief.

Beijing’s attempts to avoid
making concessions and the ongoing
ruthless and secretive crackdown are
not surprising. However, the Tibetan
struggle will go on for generations
unless a solution is reached with the
current Dalai Lama.

For Tibetan and Chinese benefits,
world leaders should pressure Beijing
to engage the Dalai Lama in sincere
and substantive negotiations for a
lasting settlement.

£6The protests can
be seen as a child who

has endured incessant
beatings finally fighting
back against the
playground bully.??

Chinese armoured personnel
carriers patrol the streets of
Lhasa after protests sweep
the capital, 15 March 2008.
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Hatrick scores
for Tibet in China

Glenn Hatrick was
thrilled when he
qualified to compete in
the Ironman triathlon
in China in April 2008.
But as the date for his
departure approached,
he grew increasingly
uncomfortable about
taking part in a

sporting event in China.

Glenn explains why he
took action and why he
thinks other athletes
going to Beijing in
August must also

take a stand.

By Glenn Hatrick

Glenn in the t-shirt that
earned him a disqualification
in China.

the English football team raising their

arms in the Nazi salute in Berlin in
1938. Two years earlier, Germany had
been allowed to use the Olympics to
glorify the Reich and promote the
superiority of the Aryan race. Until now,
the 1936 Olympics - which will always
be know as ‘Hitler’s Games’ - was the
most outrageous use of sport to give
credibility to an evil regime.

The world was promised by the
International Olympic Committee that
granting Beijing the 2008 Olympics
would force the Chinese government to
clean up its act on human rights. Instead,
the Games are being used as a way of
telling Tibetan and Chinese dissidents
that they are friendless in the world.

The Chinese government seems so
intent on demonstrating it won’t be
influenced by international pressure
that it is acting with almost cartoonish
villainy. The regime will keep on
shooting Tibetans in the streets, jailing
and torturing dissidents in Tibet and in
China, supporting the brutality in Burma
and Darfur. Put all this together and
giving the Games to China looks less
like an exercise in improving human
rights and more like what it always was:
an exercise in selling Cokes and cars
and mobile phones to the expanding
Chinese market.

The Olympic Torch Relay made it clear
our leaders are far too scared of China’s
political and economic clout to challenge
cultural genocide and utter contempt for
human rights. They won’t do what their
citizens want them to do and boycott the
Olympic ceremonies. The only people
trying to prevent the Chinese government
hijacking the Olympic ideals for
propaganda were the protesters in the
streets waving Tibetan flags and the
climber who tried to get the Tibetan flag
to the summit of Mount Everest.

Witnessing all this, | knew | couldn’t
go to China to take part in the
international Ironman competition
without saying or doing something.

Icouldn’t get the image out of my mind:

| went to the Free Tibet Campaign
office to buy a t-shirt depicting the
Olympic rings as handcuffs. | hid the
t-shirt in the bottom of my bag and
waited until the final leg of the
competition to reveal it.

When | first appeared in the stadium,
the crowd cheered, apparently thinking |
was promoting the Beijing Olympics, but
the cheering soon ended when the Free
Tibet message on my t-shirt became
clear. The response from the organisers
was immediate: | was disqualified.

Yes, it was gutting, after all those
years of hard training for a gruelling
event to be reduced to ‘disqualified’ on
the records, but | was prepared to accept
this possibility. | have no regrets. | don’t
see how any athlete can compete in
China without visibly disassociating
themselves from the legitimisation of a
monstrous regime by conferring upon
it the prestige of hosting a major
international sporting event.

Athletes are very self absorbed
creatures, content to claim that they’re
just there to run fast/jump high/beat up
the other guy, not to make political
statements. They are too ‘focussed’ to
understand anything beyond the white
lines of the track. But you don’t need
to be a rocket scientist to work out that
shooting civilians in the street, torturing
dissidents, arming murderers or
enforcing sterilisations are wrong, and
that maybe they don’t want to be seen
as tacitly supporting these atrocities.

Our athletes have an opportunity to
do a better job than our leaders. They
can make it clear that they and the
countries they represent oppose the
Chinese government’s appalling human
rights record in Tibet and around the
world. It is a difficult, but straightforward
choice: stand up for justice, as Tommie
Smith and John Carlos did with their
Black Power salute at the 1968 Olympics
or be used as complacent propaganda
tools by a repressive regime. To those
who compete in Beijing and say nothing,
all I can say is: Sieg Heil.
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New wave of
political prisoners

in widespread protests against the

Chinese occupation, as described in
the preceding pages. Prior to this, Free
Tibet was aware of some 150 political
prisoners in Tibetan jails, but in the
wake of China’s crackdown of the recent
protests, thousands more have been
arrested in house-to-house searches.

China’s official figures put the number
detained in April at 4400, claiming that
around half were released within a few
weeks. However, these figures relate only
to the Tibetan Autonomous Region (TAR),
and do not include areas such as Sichuan
and Qinghai where a large percentage of
the protests took place.

Neither do the figures reflect the
continuing arrests that have occurred
since. In one incident alone, 54 nuns
from Pangrina monastery in Kardze were
rounded up after refusing to denounce
the Dalai Lama in “patriotic education”
sessions and protesting peacefully
in the town.

It is impossible to estimate how
many people are currently being
detained as China’s total shutdown of
Tibet has prevented independent
assessment of the situation. Fear
of intimidation and reprisals makes
many Tibetans afraid to speak out, so
we can only assume the number missing
remains in the thousands. Many may
have gone into hiding on release, afraid
of continuing harassment and arrest.

Here we highlight just a few of
the cases.

In March and April 2008, Tibet erupted

Action

Tibet has seen the most widespread
protests against the Chinese
occupation since 1959. The protests

have been put down by brutal military
force resulting in the arrest, torture
and killing of Tibetans, including
women and children.

Phurbu Rinpoche.
Arrested: 19 May 2008, Trehor Kardze
monastery.

At around 4:30am on 19 May, Phurbu
Rinpoche, a lama of Trehor Kardze monastery,
was arrested at his house in Kardze town. The
details and reason for the arrest are still
unknown. Phurpu Rinpoche is also the lama for
two nunneries - Pangrina and Yatsak.

Sonam Dekyi. ,T
Arrested: 23 April 2008, Drakar nunnery, Kardze.
Sonam Dekyi, a nun from Drakar in Kardze, was
arrested along with another nun, Bhumo Laga, .
after calling for the return of the Dalai Lama. The
arrests sparked further protests as local people
and fellow nuns from the area marched to
demand their release.

Sangey Tashi.

Arrested: 19 March 2008, Nyima, Machu.
Tibetan nomad Sangey Tashi remains in prison in
Machu. He was arrested after being identified at
protests in Machu on 16 March waving the
Tibetan flag and shouting free Tibet slogans. A
further nine people were arrested in connection
with the protest.

Lodoe Wangpo.

Arrested: 14 April 08, Lanzhou.

Lodoe Wangpo was arrested in Lanzhou, on 14
April 2008. He was charged with organising
peaceful protests on 17 March and of
distributing photos and videos of several
protests to sources outside Tibet. Two others, as
yet unidentified, were arrested with him.

There must be an immediate United
Nations investigation into what
happened in Tibet. Please write to
Lord Malloch Brown, Minister for the
UN and ask him to instruct the UK
ambassador to the UN to demand an
investigation.

Address:

Lord Malloch Brown

Minister for Africa, Asia and the UN
Foreign & Commonwealth Office
King Charles Street

London

SWI1A 2AH

Tel: 020 7008 1500

www.freetibet.org
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Campaigns

It’s the real thing

On 20 March, Free Tibet Campaign,
along with the other members of the
International Tibet Support Network
(ITSN), wrote to Coca-Cola and other
sponsors of the Olympic Torch Relay,
urging them to apply pressure on the
Chinese government to withdraw all
Tibetan populated areas from the
relay route.

The letter, sent just days after
protests engulfed Lhasa and the
former Tibetan provinces of Kham
and Amdo, stated that taking the
Torch into Tibetan areas was
“a blatant attempt by the Chinese
government to underscore its
baseless claims to sovereignty over
Tibet”. We warned that the Torch
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“may become the focus of further
unrest, which would result in another
heavy-handed crackdown”.

Ignoring the possibility of blood
being spilt as a result of the Torch
being born triumphantly through
Tibet, Coca-Cola replied that it had
no role in selecting the route and
that “dropping out of the Torch Relay
or using the event to put political
pressure on China would erode the
ability of the Olympic Games to make
a contribution to lasting change in
China”. Responses from other
sponsors were equally disappointing.

Underscoring our concerns about
the Torch being paraded through
Lhasa and other areas of Tibet, Jampa

SHOOTING

BOXING
TORTURE

IT’S THE
REALTHING

IN TIBET

Phuntsog, Governor of the Tibetan
Autonomous Region (TAR), warned
that the authorities expected Tibetans
to protest when the torch arrived and
that “we will deal with these persons
severely ... We will not be merciful.”

A 17 March internal International
Olympic Committee memo (leaked in
early April) warned members that
protests and a violent Chinese
crackdown were expected when the
torch passed through Tibet. Rather
than suggesting intervention, the
memo simply advised I0C officials
to respond by expressing “deepest
sympathies or condolences”.

We wrote to Coca-Cola again,
flagging Jampa Phuntsog’s dire
warning and the I0C’s assessment
that violence was expected. We made
it clear that there was a “direct,
tangible link between the ongoing
repression in Tibet and the coming
of the Olympic Flame, as Chinese
authorities clear a path for the
Torch Relay, employing the
harshest of means”.

At the time of writing this
article, neither Coca-Cola (which
prides itself on being “the longest-
standing sponsor of the Olympic
Movement”), nor any of the other
Torch Relay sponsors has called on
the 10C to withdraw Tibet from
the Torch Relay.

As we go to press, we have
written to Coca-Cola one last time.
Our warning, just days before the
Torch was due to appear in Tibet,
was straightforward.

If Coca-Cola does not publicly call
for an end to the arbitrary detentions
and beatings of men, women and
children in Tibet - who are simply
protesting for their basic human rights
to be respected - and if it allows the
Chinese government to hijack its
brand, along with the Olympic rings
and ideals, the image on the left is
how Coca-Cola’s sponsorship of the
Torch Relay will be remembered.

We can only hope no blood will be
spilt, but if it is, Coca-Cola and other
companies who seek to profit from
associating their brands with the
Olympic symbols will also have blood
on their logos.
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